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 Feare the Lord, and honour the Prieff i and pine him hu 
| 1m it a5 commanded thee, 
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That it 


The decay of the Reaeneues of men ofthe holy Church ; 
will,in the end,be the ſubuecſion of Gods Seruice a 
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THE ILLVSTRIOVS 
. PRINCESSE, 
Tax Dv cntssx Or BvycrinGrany 
WHOM GOD 
PRESERFE. 


May it pleaſe your Gi RACE? 


j "4 other Moriues and Ob- 

7 ligements hath embolde- 

wed me to preſent You this Treatiſe, 
( writ in behalfe of the ( lergie: ) 
which in all proſtrate humilitie is here 
 fendred to your Gracious Acceptance. 
Great ts the Honor and Eminence,to 
hich God hath exalted you ; and wil 

|[+ be yet much greater,jif.you honor him 
| (againe) in bis Prophets and Embaſ- 
Jacure,; mwhoare(as $.Paul — 
O43  _ worthy 


TheEpiſtle 
Poms. worthy of double bonoy ; and are ho- 
nourtd by our bleſſed Sanionr,and his 

Holy Spirit,with theſe oloriousT itles, | 
5.14 The Light of the World. The | * 

-* Starres & Angels of the Church. Þ ' 
Kis.2.12 The Charrets' and Horſemen of 
Iſrael. Which the Deuil-well knows 

img. ſometime endeauours to eclipſe 
their Splendor, and poyſon their *Re-' 
putation,by the cUenemous T ongues 0 
wicked Miſcreants: otherwhile,total- 

ly toextinguiſh and ruinate them, by 

the curſed plots and: perſecutions of 
bloody Tyrants i by whom,he common 
ly vſes to diſcharge bis great. Artillery 
againſt them,; who being once cut off, 
it muſt needs exceedingly \enlarge his 
Kingdome of :Darkneſſe: Thus in an-. » 
cient time, that Bas1Lisxs, Diocle- 
ſian, being mayuted on-thidmperiall 
(40% I Throne, | 
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Dedicatorie. 
Throne, mo$t cruelly maſſacred the 


Prieſts and Paſ tors of ' the. (harch. 
Yet this A -piece (in the igft 


cenſure of a i famous learned Lawyer) %. L,Col 
Wanch,« 
was not ſo preiudiciall to.Chriſttanity, 


as that SERPENTINE, Julian the 


Apoſtate,who (as Eccleſi aſticall 


Hiſtories report ) ſlew & marty- 
red the verie Prieſthood itſelfe: 
for herob'dthe Church,& ftripe 
0 pirituall perſons of their Reue- 

-NUES. Whereupon, enſued great. 
Ignorance,and extreme decay of 
Chriſtian Religion ; there being 
none that. would apply them- 
ſelues, or Children, : orany they 
hadi 1 charge,to the ſtudy of D1- 
uinitie,: when they aw that after: 


:long. and: oeinfal fidie,,, they 
ſhould haugnoching to lue on. 
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The Epiſtle 
(Thus farre,that Oracle and Miracle 
of the Law.) And hence it was,that in 
the laſt Age and Centenarie,that great 
« 7ed Dragon,whoſe name,is a Deſtroy . 
| er (Reuel.g 1 F.) bas F: buſie in ali- 
enating the Churches Patrimonie, in 


demoliſhing her goodly Manſions,and 


Monuments, and in connertins the 


Houſes of God into Stables , ( or 

Þorſe:) and all vnder a faire colour of 
oe *REFORMATIO N (which certens 
ly, is a good word ; but it hats ferned 

to gild many 4 rotten poſt.) And this 
fiilts i the Diuels Method and manner 
of proceeding,where be gets to be pre» 
dominant, and finds fit and atine In- 
 ftruments for his purpaſe. Jt was well 
5 Bea Rub gþſerued by & * Noble Knight in his 
Speech to the Honourable Houſe of 
_—_ , the laft Sefsion : That 
_—_— 
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'Dedicatorie. ©... 
although the Calling of Mini- 
ſters, were neuer ſo glorious 
within, yet outward pouertie 
would bring contempt vpon 
chem ; eſpecially among thoſe 
who meaſure men by the acre, 
and weigh them by the pound 
_ (as moſt doe.)Which (he faid)he 
found by experienceinGermany, 
Where hee ſaw the ſtipendarie 
_ Miniſters of the Reformed 
Churches deſpiſed & neglected 
| by reaſon of their pouertie, be- 
ing( otherwiſe ) very graue and 
| learned men. Andthere i nodoube 
_ (Madam)bnt iti the maine drift 
| . and maſterpeece of Satan, and his Ins 
| fernall Engines, and Emiſſaries (at 
thes day) to reduce the Preachers of 
Gods ſacred Word here in England, 
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© TheEpiltle 
to the like penurious and deſpicable 
Eſtate, thereby to euacuate,the Dig+ 
nitie of their ({ alling, and Dtterly t to 
annihlate their perſons &. D6arine, 
(FerDavid himſelfe,a man of a admis 
red graces , 4 dinine Prophet, and 
mightie Warrior,yet (in King Saul's 
time ) profeſt, that being a poore man, 
bee was but lightly fteempd,” x Sam. 
18.23.) To preuent therefore this 
dangerous ftratagem , and cunning 
ſleight. of the:old Serpent. it us the 
duty of all good Chriſtians reſpeftiues 
ty, eſpecially, of. thoſe whom God bath 


bleſſed With Honor, Wealth, and Au- 


- thoritie, to. giue. all due Honor, 4yd, 

and Support to the choſext Meſſengers 
and Embaſſa adours of. the "King of 
Fleaueng; whoſe Sacred and 1 


Funttion was once in better eſteeme 
with 


Dedicatorie- 
: | with the World, when a Priest mar- 
" | ryeda Knmngs Daughter ( For ſo it is 
recorded, 2 Chronic.22. 11. viz. 
Ichoſhabeth the Daughter of 
| Kingleboram,the Wife of Icho- 
iadathe Prieſt.) As for thoſe proud. 
Phariſaicall Peacockes, Which. pro-iTir, 
felle that they know God, but in 
morkes deny him, and in a pretended 
| zeale tothe Goſpel, make Stales and 
| Packebar ſes of their Preachers ,and 
yet rob them of their Maintenance: 
( ſcarſe affording them, the.crummes 
that fall from their Wor ſhipsTables iN 2] 
they. ſhall (without due Repentange,.. 
; and Reftitution ) one day know gud: 
; . feele, that the prophane contempt, aud 
|  baſeentertainment of theme bounds 
| pon Chriſt which ſent them': for {© 
| _ himſelfe proclaimes , Luke 10.16; 
| Hee 


my A 3G ou Gates BH . bee RES een fv; 
' " 2s n F 6 [- ,4 - CIV. po 4% > 


or EE ot) oo a A TEL. on ion ADE BE A ets te as 1 CN - 
A - - ” 


The Epiſile 


Hee that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth 
me. Yndoubtedly theſe ſelf-conceited 
Humoriſts, and Solifidian-Nulifidis } ( 
ans of our Time, haue by their ſacri- | tl 
legious dealing, and irrelioious de- | D 
meanour towards their Fbirituall = 8: 
Guides, made themſelues worſe then t] 
Heathens and Barbarians : For how y 
carefull-was Pharaoh (a Heather 
Kine ) m the extremitie of Famine, 


V 

« og oe | f 

to prouide for his Prieſts,and preſerue f 
j 

( 

[ 
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their Lands from Sale or Alienation? 
Gen.47. 22. And what wonderfull 
kind, 'yea Honorable Entertaine- 
ment did the Barbarians ſhew to |S. 
Paul, and his diſtreſſed (ompanie Fl 
(See Acs 28. verſ. 2,7,10.) Which | 
memorable Examples, the S, ſpirit of 
God hath net regiftred in vaine ; but 
for our InſtruFien,and the Conui ;Tion 


of 


Dedicatorte. 

'of their execrable Impictie, which in 
their bungry zeale , gape after the 
[þoyle and ruine of the (hurch. Net 
( to giue theſe Hypocrites their due ) 
they .are content that the Kings 
Daughter (the ( burch Repreſenta- 


tine) be all glorious within ; but, PC. 45.14 | 


that her Cloathing ſhould bee of”. 
wrought Gold; fie, they hold it 
very vnfitting : 7t Were ( lay they ) 
farre more decent and commendable 
for the Ecclefſ1aſticall State to con- 
forme and ſute it ſelfe to the Apoitles 
Pouertie, and to that pure and primi- 
tive Time. This, they thinke, is a 
Seraphicall Speculation, and Worthy 
q our beit Attention': And 7 doubt not, 
1 but the Church will be content to ad- 
1 mit. this Conformitie, vpon conds- 
1 tion, that ( according to the ſame 


Rule 


[The Epiſtle 
Rule, and Example of the denout 
( briſtians of that Age theſe Preten- 
ders to Religion, andall other Pro- 
feſſors of (briftianitie will inftantly 

fell all. they haue, and. lay downe the 
price at the (hurches feet, ACt.4.3 4. 
Surely (M'\av a'm)were theſe People 
in truth the (hildren of God(as they 
ſtrongly fancie themſelues , Narcil- 


ſuſ-like, being #n lone with their owne 


ſuppoſed Beauty )they would be betrer 


affefted to the (hurch ( the Mi i/treſſe 


of heauenly Truth) and not goe about 
(like pernicious Furies)to cloathe Her 
' in Razgs; that ſo feruently and fre- 
quently budeunrs ( by the difþenſation 
of Gods holy Word and Sacraments ) 
to adorne their Soules with the'preci- 
ous Pearles; and mheftimable Jewels 
of all Chr _—_ Pertues ; and t0inut5 


them 


Dedicatorie. 
them (*prima ſtola) with the eich- Erik” = 
embrodered Kobes,and Royall Orna- 2 
| mentsof a true,inſtifying,and ſauing 
4 Faith. But they well ſhew w of what 

Spirit they are : euen of | ſuch a one, . 
| 4s would fright the whole Packe of 

them if he ſhould appeare and briſtle 

among them at their Conxenticles, or 

Nigbt- Aſſemblies. 

The G OD of Heauen aſviſt and 
comfort your GRACE with his Holy | 
Spirit ; make you a happy Jnſlrument 
of ach Good to his Church, and 
crowne you (in the end) with a \ Dia- 
dem of eternall G1 LORIE, 


Your GRACES 
moſt humbly deuored, 


Iamzs MARTIN. 
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TO ALL NOBLE 
AND RELIGIOYS | 


Patrons and Patroneſſes 
of theCuvrcs:. 


Meſt Woble and Religious : 
E-AET it not feeme ſtrange 
YZ; ro ioyneyou all in one 
= jnſriprion. whom God 
Bach linked ( as thoſe ancient 
Worthies and *primitiue Saints) 42.4324; 
by the Golden Chaine of a bleſ | 
ſed Societie' and Communion, 
for the comfort and ſupporc of 
Ra deſpiſed and diſtreiſed :Em- 
agors ; whom a though the 


x hr & his#xhi opian Angels, $249; 
firing.continually (by their A. = 
gents. A r-1M{1% hers; ) £0 
bring ne ite fepirude 


119 and 


(ns 
and contempt, % oppreſsing, 
deprauing , and impoueriſhing 
them ; yet hath the Spirir of 
Grace ſtirred vypyour excellent. 
Spirits,to relieue,encourage,and 
ſuſtaine them. In which Noble 
Actions ( among other famous 
Precedents)you hauethatthrice- 
Glorious Emperor TazzoDosvs, 
your Predeceflor; who cuen on 
his Death-bedJand in extremitie 
of Sickneſſe, expreſt his Royall 
Charitie,ardentZ.eale,& feruent 


| Deuotion to the State Eccleſia- 
ſRicall: as (to his eternall honor) 


S. Ambroſe hath recorded. And 


ſurely, if forme *ſelfe-deceauing' 


Seas 4 tet IM NETES \\ E\prF7IÞ +: 
Chriſtians of ogr Time(which 
nfake Religion 2verieMumme- 
ric and DitghifeT6?erherr finifter 


ends; | 
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gardto the Diuine Ordinance in 
the Miniſterie of their owne Pa- 
ſtors) would on-maske a while, 
andenter into aſtri&t conlidera- 
tion of their Mortalitie, and the 


infiniteneſlſe of Eternitie ; with - 


the ſucceeding :nterminable 
loyes or Torments they muſt 
ſhortly endure ; how highly 
would they eſtceme' and reue- 
rence their 'Kefors, and Spirituall 
Guides, (Heb.13.17.) whom God 
hath ſo Fg a honord with 
that Euangelicall , yea Angelicall 
Ofhce of conducting Soules to 
Heaueg? Would they not(in a 
ſacred Rapture) cry out with the 


Propheticall * Euangeliſt ; How z6y';2.; 


beautifull Vþon the Mountaines are 
" 83 the 


| 


ends,and oiue ſmall or no *Re- 2 2 Tirs, 4 


| 


| 


— ns. 


the feet of bim that declaret and ch: 
publiſheth Peace : that declareth good [| Fr 
tidings ; and publiſheth Saluation, | m. 


ſayins vnto Zion, Thy God raigneth. Þ| di 
Vndoubtedly, they would (not- || te: 
withitanding their humane || th 

; Cor.4.7. frailties,and*infirmities)receine G 
bal 4<13, chem as the*Galatians did S.Paul: |} ſh 
E andthinke nothing too good,or | G 
too precious for them.But (alas!) | H 

we hauetoo iuſt cauſe te ſubiome || (! 

that of the ſame Apoſtle Rom.1o | 7 
| 16. All hane not obeyed the Goſpel. | 2 
'For many ( faith S. Bernard) will | 

| goe with the Wiſe-men from the | H 
bat .11. Eaſtroſeeke Chriſt;yea they will | # 
fall down and worſhip him, but they | d. 

| aregrowne to0owiſeto open their | m 

| | Treaſures. Bleſſed therefore are 
YOV (thrice-Noble Chriſtians) 


that 


w *) 
char ſpare neither your Gold, 


Frankmcenſe, nor Mhrrhe, but "I 


make your Riches (as Abraham 
did his Seruants ) to helpeto en- 
teztainethe Angels of God. And 
py 1h Fall you beatthart 

GHKEAT DAY, when you 
{hall ioyntly receaue your 
GREAT REWARD in 
Heauen. March on therefore 
(like the Starres in their Orbes, 
Tudg. 5. 20. ) in your Seraphicall 
Zeale to the Houle of God,and 
the Officers thereof, that by ſuch 
Heauenly Acts of Pictie,laymg vp 


in ſtore for your ſelues a good *Foun- Tin. 


dation againſt the time to come, you '? 
may lay hold on Eternall Life. 
The God of Heauen multiply 
the Glorious Graces of his Holy 
a2 Spice 
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Ws. if 
Spirit vpon you ;* that being 
Rex.2.10; Faithfull onto Death , He may ging 
30% « Crowne of Life. 


Veſter humilis 
8: deuotus ; 


Tacopvs Maxrtinivs. 
Faeatatis Arbinm M 0x00. 
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DE 
eAuthore && Fnterprete 
CARMEN. 


Ve prius in Latio 
Uilis latuerunt,abdita vitleo, 
S Dow Semonis 
; ſanta & celebranda Bataut, 
Hzc ſacer Interpres 
pulcre transfundir, 8& ornat. 
Art qui ſacrata 
8& gemmata monilia Libro 
Explicat aureolo, | 
Gemmam proponit in itlo, ' 
En Gemmam. Ne is I-00 
Z(opi ( Lector)Ankarep, \ ; 


V $,. oe ttoondry 
OP, OO 94 Theoboome, 


T6" 5th Avrhon. | 
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\.S ſome rare Flower, - ( 
' whoſe ſilken Leanes haue beent 
Concealed long 

 frum thezr defired v Jew, 

Diſplayes ( at lajt) ' 

hi bright-ſweet- -ſmilin g ey 
Fit to adorne 


tbe 6 Baſes of 4 —— th 


Or as 4 Diamond : le 1a 1 
of rich efteeme, | 
In doubtful 
of the darkeſame Nt obs; I 
Darts forth bys Sadiien, s 136 
and gints 4 ebeerfall light; 
hoſe Luftremway 1 
4 Rojall Crowne beſeomic : 
So ſhinethyGlories ; 
o thi worke ſhal be 
. : patch Inianphall- - *-. 
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Cuaap. I. 


_ Doaaries priuen to Charabiosi are firmie 
by the ſame Lawes, by which others of 
| the Laity peeſe their fetus. | 


EL/AS, HE gfe and Beni 
as © iy of our. fore. Fa- 
&\ thers in enrichingthe 

y; © Church are knowne 

CD WS toall : and-;1t 'were 


= = <> 2} ſtrange to» imagine 
that an vninerſall er- 


- ror, or (as ſome would haue it) a mad- 


 nefle. ſhould fo long tranſport them-in 
that point ; and chat their Poſteritia 


going 


2 Of thehonor and maintenance © 


$010g a quite contrary way, without 
Warrant from God, . and Example of 


former Ages, ſhould bee wiſer then | 


they. As to follow the bad exatnples 
ofour Anceſtors is a fond Abſurdity; 
fo to contemne their examples raſhly 
and without iuſt cauſe, 1s meere Im- 


piety.” Itis true, both fathers and chil- | 


dren, areallprone toeull; but whe- 
therare men, more apt to take from 0- 
thers, or to giue of their owne 2 Our 
fathers gaue (as none can deny) with 
no1lt intent : their children take away 
what they gaue; with what minde, is 
apparant enough. They gaue, accor- 
ding tothe Lawes ; theſe take,contra- 
ry to Law. ' Thoſe things which haue 
beene gjuen to the Church, have their 
ftrength' and validity from the ſelfe- 
fame Lawes whereby other men poſ- 
feſſe whatthey have :and there is none, 
but would thinke ita Tyrannicall at 
ina Magiſtrate,_ to thurſt him outof 


his Poſſeſſions, without hearing him | 


6rſt ſpeake for himſelfe, 


i 


we Sa 4 Sa ah. 


_ duetothe Clergie. © 


Ithad beene fit therefore that Ec- 
cleſtaſticall perſons ſhould have beene 


permitted to haue had audience; and .- © 


that. ſufficient reaſons ſhould haue 


 beenalleaged tothem why they ought 


not ay longer tobe ſuffered in a Chri- 
ſtztan Common wealth, nor to entoy 
the poſſeſhons of the Church, They 
alſo which ſucceeded them in their Pa- 
ſtorall Charge , ſhould haue' beene 
heard : for it concerned them to know 
how the goods of the Church were 


diſpoſed. But to confiſcate atid fweepe - 


all away, without any legall procee- 
ding, or hearing of the parties, was a- 


Saint all rightand reaſon. If Biſhops 


and Prieſts were willing to renounce 
Popery and embrace the Truth, there 
was no ..caufe to expell them ; vnlefle 
perhaps Church-Liuings were to bee 
numbered among the Herefies and 
Idolatries of the Romith Church : 
as ſome good fellowes would haue 


them. | Ny 
And here, I know not whether the 
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4 Of thehonor and maintenance 
Ignorance of Miniſters,or the Auarice 
_of Magiſtrats, be more blame-worthy: 
Both, without queſtion were very faul- 
ty. Butthoſe ſubtle and crafty Poli- 
tiques which hypocritically made a 
faire ſhew to fauour the preaching of 
the Goſpell, for their owne baſe and 
wicked ends, werethe Authors and A- 
bettors of all this miſchiefe : So that, 
what in others was Error or Ignorance, 
in them was vure Malice and Villany, 
For whocan excuſe them of facriledge 
which vnder colour of reforming the 
Church in many places of High and 
Low Germany made a prey of all that | 
was given to the Church > I confeſſe, | 
the ſupreme Magiſtrate ought to be 
the Patron of the Church,and may by 
his authoritie enact Lawes concerning 
Church-liuings, but in no caſe, appro- 
priate them to himſelf. For the Patron 
ought not to diſpoyle his Clyent : And 
it was neuer heard of before theſe 
Times, that any Chriſtian Magiſtrate 
did confiſcate all Eccleliaſticall _ 
10ns 
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due to the Cleroie. 
ſons without exception. All Hiſtories 
haue branded them with Infamy which 
in Extremities of the Commonwealth 
haue taken away buta part : What then 
tball we thinke of thoſe, which have 
playd at ſweepe-ſtake with Church- 
Liuings > I name none, but I meane 
them, which by their lewd Examples 
haue taught their Neighbours to com- 
mit Sacr1iledge : VVherein they 1mitate- 
1ul;anthe Apoſtate,and the great Twrke 
( which make no difference betwixt 
ſacred and prophane) and not any 
Chriſtian Magiſtrate either of theſe 
or former times,that I know. To ſuch, 
it isa ſhame that Sacriledge may 1uſtly 
be obieRed : Bur a farre greater ſhame 
that by ſuch it ſhould be vniuſtly 
' committed, 5 


BP: 3 
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Caray, II. 
The definition of $ acriledee. 


Sacriledge can be now commit- 
ted, becauſe (forſooth) the diffe- 
rence betwixt ſacred and prophane, in 
externall things , is by our Sauiours 
death extinguiſht. But this 1s not the 
opinion of a Diuine,but of an Atheiſt 
rather, For though to the holy , all 
things be lioly ; and all things prophane 
tothe prophane ; yet the diſtinction of 
Things which they haue in their vie 
and end,is not tobe abolutht, Among 
all Nations, there was cuer a maine 
_ difference ſet betwixt that which was 
dedicated to Dune worſhip, and that 
which was for vulgar vie. It is the End, 
which (for the molt part) denominates 
all things. . Private men haue their 
Treaſure : and the Common-wealth 


Qu: there are that thinke no 


dae to the C lerote, y 


| hers: If you regard the tuffe, bothare 


of the ſame nature ( towat, Gold and 
$1tluer,and wharſoeuer ele is of value) 
But if you reſpect the End,and Pofleſ- 


for; it is farre otherwiſe : For the end 


of priuate wealth, is the profite of one 
onely Famul Bur the end of the pub- 
like, is the becafins of the Prince and 
People. In like foft, the Treaſure or 
Wealth which 1s giuen or colleted 
for the Worſhip of God, hath a farre 


different end from the other and be- 


1ng conſecrated to a holy vic, 1s there- 
fore ſacred. 

Furthermore, as the VVrong againſt 
the Prince or Stare is more heynous, 
then that againſt'a private man : And 

therefore the ſtealing from a private 
man is but Theft; but from the publike 


Treaſurie, * Robberie i in the higheſt = 


degree : So by how much more ir 15 
greater Crime to ſinne againſt G o » 


then Man, the expilation of the facred 


Portion is farre more damnable then 
2ny other Theft or Robberie whatſo- 


B 4 euer: 
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ever : And therefore it is properly 
termed Sacriledge ; and is defined, The 
ſtealing of a thing ſacred. The turpi- 
tude of which Theft is ſo execrable, 
that God himſelfe 8 all Nations haue 
puniſht it with _ Torments, 
But the former definition compriſes 
not onely things deſtinare to the ſeruice 
of the truc G o », bur alſo of falſe 
Gods. For the Knowledge and Con- 


tempt of any Deitic, 1s of the Eſſence 


of Sacriledge : Now that all, or the 
moſt which” Popith Clergie poſſeſſed 
either by the Poore, or Churches inte- 
reſt, hath beene purloyned, ſ{old,confiſ- 
cate, Or conuerted to private mens 
vies ; it is ſoclecre,that I need 
" not ſtand further 
vPOn 1t, 


ow the C lereie. 


Cuar, I LT. 


Reaſors or » Pretenſes where-with ſome © 
would palliate their SASTIUEASE. 
Po Procots - contend , that 
whatſocuer was done in this 
caſe, was lawfully done, both for the 
aboliſhing of the Popes, Tyrannie ; : and 
tur the ettabliſhing of the Goſp ell. 
Their Reaſons are thefe. Eccleſt aſlical 
poſſeſſions were imploied to idolatrous 
and prophane vſes, which being abro- 
cated, they cannot by the Lawes de- 
ſcend to any, bur onely to the publike 
Treafurie ; the gouernment whereof 
belongs to the Gh riſtian Magiſtrate. 
And as the godly Emperors Conſt antin, 
Theodoſiuts, Honorius, and Arcadings, ha- 
uing baniſhed the Idolatry of the Gez- 


ries, rooke: into their hands, ( without 


any note of Sacriledge)the Reuenewes 
and 


V T facrilegious. Perſons and 


{ 
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and Poſleſſions of their Prieſts and 
Temples, to diſpoſe, as pleaſed them : 
So alſo the Chriſtian Magiſtrate ha- 
uing caſhierd Popery,may by the ſame 
Right challenge the Wealth and Sub- 
ſtance which belonged to Prieſts, 
Monkes, Nunnes, and the like ; and 
confiſcate them, as Eſcheats vſually 
are ; according to Law. For.no Biſhop 
ever thought that the Church had any 
Right or Title to thoſe Goods or Re- 
uenewes which were deſtinated to 
Idolatry : Strange therefore it were 
that any Miniſter of the Goſpel ſhould 
clayme the Riches of the Popith 
Churchas due to the Reformed. Be- 
i1des, there is extant an Impetiall De- 
cree in the Court, in the firſt Booke 
De Pagans & Sacrificys, tit.14. in theſe ; 
words : Omnza loca, fc. that is: Wee , 
command that all places which the Er-J , 
ror of the Ancients aſſigned to Sacrifi-] ;j 
ces,be appropriated to our Eſtate. But |, 
that which Ve or the Princes our Pre- 
deceſfors have(by that Right)beftowed 
ON 


on ns AAAS res hes PEE INY . £ 


due to the Clervie. 11 
on particular perſons, ee will that it 
be perpetually confirmed ro them, as 
their Patrimonie. - And thoſe things 3 
which VVe are pleafed by many Edicts 
to allot tothe ChurchlettheThriſtian 


Religion challenge as het owne. Dated 


at Kauenna 3 Cal. Sept. Homorzgs the 10, 
and Theodofirs the 6, Emperors. By 
which Decree, it ts manifeſt, that the 
Emperours had right to diſp oſe to 
whom they pleaſed, SH oſeGoods _ 
aiter the abrogation of the Idolatry of 
Pagans, had no. owners. And in the 
Digeit.Lib.; 3etit.2.:De uſe & vſu ſracts 
legatss leg.1 6. Legatum,grc. We read of 
Le gacies beſtowed vpon Showes or 
Playes which were not lawfull ro bee 
acted : And if the word Maſe bee put 
in ſtead of the word Playes, the caſe 
will be alike. The words of the Law: 
are thus : Legatum Cinttati relidtum, ec. 
that is : A Legacie being bequeathed 
toe Citie, to the end thatout'of the. 
yeerely Reucnewes a. Show be exhibi. 
ted in the Citie in memorie of the de- 
| func 
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fund, which is vnlawfull to be done; 
I demand what your opinion 1s of ſuch 
a Legacie > Mode#inw anſwers thus: | t 
VVhereas the Teſtator would haue a || v 
publike Show in the Citie, but ſucha || a 
one as 1s'not lawfull to be celebrated, || n 
1t were veuuſtthat ſogreat a ſumme of || d 
Money which the defunct had deſtined IF ti 
to that end, ſhould fall to his heyres, | t 
Wherefore his heyres and the chicfe 
of the Citie being called together, let 
them aduiſe to what other vie the Le- 
gacie may be conuerted ; thar the Te- 
{tators memarie may. by ſome other 
lawfull meanes be preſerued. Thus 
Modeitinus Lib.g .Reſponſorum. 

By which Law it 1s caſte to iudge 
what wee are to thinke of thoſe Le- 
gacies which are left for- ſaying of 
Maſſes. 

Moreouer , the Couetouſnefſe of 
Clergie-men was ſo vnſatiable, that 
they procured iphnite ſuperſtitious 
Gifts and Legacies beyond all ſtint and 


a | 
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And when the peoples Liberalitic 


began to fayle, they bought Lands, 
Mannors,and ſometimes whole Coun- 


treys : Infomuch , that at laſt they 
would haue gotten the whole Chriſtt- 


an World into their poſſeſſion, had 


not Kings and Emperors { ſeeing the 


dammage which their States were like 
to ſuſtaine) limited and reſtrayned 
them by their Lawes. It concernes 
therefore wiſe Magiſtrates to oke 
about them, leſt they ſtum- 
ble at the ſame 
Stone. 
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An Anſwer to the Reaſons layd downe in 
the former Chapter. 
TW N Anſwer whereof, We are to take 
| leaſt auoyding one extreme 
Aye run (like Fooles) into-the other, 
If we wdge,our Fore-fathers wete too 
profuſe, ought not their Error admo- 
niſh vs that we alſo are Men,and that it 
is eaſter to fall into the contrarie vice, 
then to keepe a meane ? And that the 
ſtreame of Auarice and baſe niggardiſe 
may tranſport vs too farre ? For admit, 


that the Clergie ( 1f the Lawes of - 
Chriſtian Princes had not bridled 


them) would haue heaped vp infinite 
wealth, to the great detriment af the 
Land.,and that many things giuen them 
were partly ſuperſtitiouſly beſtowed, 


partly more then needed : It followe s 


not, that therefore none of thoſe Do- 
nations 
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nations made to the Church, were law- 
full, pious, well-pleaſing to God, con- 
ſonant tohis Word,and profitable and 
neceſſarie for his Church. If there 
were in thoſe things any thing ſuper- 
fluous, it might be pared away : And 
what was conſigned to Superſtition 
and Idolatry, might (with them) be 
abrogated, or pur to better vies, But 
whereas they ſay, that what was done 
in that kind, was wholly for the-abolz- 
ſhing of Popiſh Tyrannie, and eſtabh- 
thing of the' Goſpell; it 1s a meere 
pretext. For the truth 1s,a ſort of craf- 
tie Knaues,groſlely abuſing theGofpel, 
and the Preachers thereof (whom they 
eaſily perſwaded) made hauocke of the 


-|-Churches Eſtate, which I will not fur- 


ther ſpeake of : For if I fſurre this 
Dung-hill, the ſent will be intolerable, 
Let vs now examine what hath beene 
aledged in defence of Sactiledge. 
Firſt, it is fayd, that the Reuenewes of 
the Church did maintaine Superftiti- 
on and Idolatry : which being baniſh, 

| | _ they 
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they could not by the Lawes come to 
any,but to the publike Treaſurie, But 
to diſcouer the fallacie of this Aﬀerti- 
on, I afftirme that there is great diffe- 
rence betwixt 'T hings deſtinated t 
Impious and Idolatrous vies, and thoſe 
Things which Men abuſe to Luxurie 
or Impietie. There is nothing ſo ſacred 
which wicked Men will not abuſe. The 
Avuſe of a good-thing alters not its 
Nature : neither were all the Riches of 
the Church of Rome giuen her to bad 
and vnlawfull Ends. For much was 
given heretofore for the ſupport of 
Church-Miniſters, and the Poore : 
which though it-were abuſed by the 
Romiſh Clergie, yet the propettic of 
thoſe Donaries was not. quite-changed 
thereby. Of Donations made to Chur- 
ches,ſome przceded the corrupt times 
of the Church ; others, followed after. 
For it is certaine that.the Faithfull be- 
gan to contribute to the Church euen 
at the farſt planting thereof,in the Apo- 
ſtles times. Now thoſe which przceded 
the corruption of the Church, none 
can 


yy gn mc ve 


_ bfhr,they oughvto returne ta thei 
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can deny but were conſecrated to Gad- 


| The Bithop of Reme, and other Here- .. 


tickes found the Church planted by the 


Apoſtles, anc endowed with a compe- 


cert eſtate ( contidering the times) 

wheretothough they did by vnlawfull 
meancs adde much more : yet is notall. 
that to be vtrerly condemned : bur the 
End chereof,to be regarded. For inthe 
Romi(b.and other Hercticall Churches, 
aie many things; which, conſidered 
acight in their kind aretruly Chriſtian 
and commanded by God : ſuch as are, 
the ſacred Miniſterie of the Church: 
and Prouifion for the Poore. Now 

whatſocuer was given to either or both 

of theſe, was vndoubtedly giuen to a 

pious end, and might haue a ſanQified 
vie, : WE ought therefore not ſo much 
to looke to the prophanation of them, 
as to the Qualitie of rhe Things them- 
{elues, to which,no man,either by pre+ 
{cription, or continued abuſe, can pur: . 
chaſe any Righc. But if it chance that: 
the prophane or Idolatrous vſe be abo-- 
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God was taken and abuſed by the P;. 
liftims, yet itdid not therefore ceaſc to 
be conſecrated to God : and being at- 
terwards fent home by the Philz/t:ms, 
it was as much to be reſpetted, as be- 
fore. The Veſſels and Ornaments of 
Salomons Temple,were carryed by Ne- 
bucha&nezzer to Babylon : where he put 
them into the Temple of his Gods : and 
(in his manner)did religiouſly eſteeme 
of them. Now when Cyrzs had taken 
Babylon, he might by the right of Con- 
queſt, haue made clayme to them : bur 
vnderſtanding-that they did ſometime 
appertaine to the Diuine Worſhip in 
Salomons Temple, he durſt not meddle 
withthem,but commanded them to be 
reſtored to their former vſe: leſt hee 
ſhould fall into the ſame finne of Sacri- 
ledge, for which God had puniſht Ba/- 
thazar. Thoſe things therefore which 
in:a pious intent, were Once g1uen to 
the-Church, are conſecrated to God : 
and may not lawfully be transferred to 
other vices. | 


mitiue and lawfull vſe. The Arke of 
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A Trip le difference of EcclefiaRicall Re- 
wenewes peſeft by the Romane Church 
at thgs day. 


* 


of the Chnrch of Rome, are not 

of the ſame kind, wee ought not 
to tudge of them all alike. There is a 
tliree-fold difference of them. In the 
firſt Ranke I pur thoſe things which 
our Anceſtors gaue for the mainte- 
nance @f Church-Minifters , and the 
Poore : Next,what was given ſuperſti- 
tioufly, as for Mailing for the Quicke 
and Dead, and whatſoeuer was bequea- 
thed ro Monkes, Nunnes, and Soule- 


Prieſts : Laſtly, I'reckon thoſe infinite 


Donaries, pernicious to the State of 
Chriſtendome, which were vnaduiſed- 
ly giuenby Kings atid Emperors, or by 
force or fraud extorted from rheni : of 

C2 © which 


dhe to the Clerole. I 9 


B Vt whereas all the Endowments 
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which ſort are Inueſtitures of Eccleſi- 
aſticall Feudes, given by Princes to the 
Church, and inthart regard, belonging. 
thereto ; which nevertheleſſe the Pope 
claymes as his Right : As alſo thuſe 
Kingdomes which are made tributarie 
to the Pope : wherein he challenges a 
perpetuitie.I ſpeake not of the Monar- 
chy of the whole VWorld,. which hee 
likewiſe makes claime to, Theſe things 
ſince by diuine and-humane Right they 
 pertaine to Kings,the things which are 
"Ceſars ought to be reſtored to Ceſar. 
For our Lord hath forbidden the Mini- 
Rers of hjs Church, to be Kings, Lake 
22.25. where he thus corrects the Er- 
Tor of his Apoſtles : Kings of the Gen- 
#ifes exerciſe Lordthip ouer them, and - 
they that are in authoririe ouer them 
are called Benefactors; Bur ye ſhallnor 
be ſo: That is, You ſhall not be Kings : 
whom,thoſe that arc vnder their cruell 
goucrnment, are fayne to flatter with 
the magnificall Titles of Clemencic 
and Beneficence. Iuſtly therefore may 
OE _ Kings 
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Kings reſume whatſocuer the Romane 
Prelate hath fgaudulently or violently 
appropriated to himſelfe,; Bur in this 
pount there is both Prudence.and Mo- / 
deration to be vſed, leſt Ceſar take not 
(with his own due ) thoſe things which 
belong to God. The Romane Clergie + 
ſeiz'd on both : And it were a great dif- 
honour for the Chriſtian Maguttrate to 
imitate them ; and to punith Rapine 
with Sacriledge, I grant, thar the Ma- 


giſtrate may by his Authoritie diſpoſe 


at his pleaſure thoſe things which were 
o1ven to meerly-ſuperſtitious and Ido- 
latrous wſes, and that the Church bath 
no Right tothem. Notwithſtanding,if 
the Law before recited, or the Aduice 
of moſt learned .Auguiiine may take 
place, the Legacies bequeathed to the 
ſaying of Maſles,or the ſuſtayning of 
Fryers and Nunnes, may be conuerted 
to better vices, whereby, the Teſtators 
memorie may be lawfully perpetuated. 


 Inthe 16 chap,of Numbers,the Cenſers 


( wherewith 250 Rebelles, impioully 
Cz viuping 
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vſurping vpon the Prieſthood, would 
needs offer Incenſe to God ) were hal- 
lowed: And therefore God would nor 
have them afterwards employed to 
common vſes, but commanded that 
they ſhould be made i into broad Plates 
fora couering of the Altar, that fo the 
Braſſe which they had wickedly abuſed 
might be put toa ſacred vie. Which 
Cotnmand, though it be nor generall, 
yet 1t teacheth vs what to doe in the 
like caſe. Augu#ine in his 154 Epiſtle 
to Pablice/a, concerning the Euerſton of 
Idols, and their Groues, and Temples ; 
iudgerh that they were to be conuerted 
nor to priuate vies(leſt it ſhould ſeeme 
to haue beene done rather by Coue- 
touſheſſe, then Dceuotion) but to pub- 
like; and 1 namely,tothe Seruice of the 
true God : That ſo , they might be in 
the fame fiate with Men , that from 
prophane Impictie were conuerted to 
Chriſtianitie. 

Since the Law of God preſcribes 
hothing herein to the Magiſtrate in 


expreſſe 


"*"7 due to the Clergie: © 
' expreſle tearmes ; and whatſoever 240- 
ſes hath written hereof, concernes the 
Mt | 7/racites in particular ; for my part, I 
oO | amof opinion that he may vie his own 
it f -Diſcretion in the managing of theſe 
'S | things: Nor doe I contradict the De- 
e f cree of the Emperours Homorixe and 
d Theedeſiue : Yet I would: defire that 
1 |}. Princes and other Soueratgne Mag1- 
5 ſtrates which have reformed the 
C Church would conſider, that Abbyes 
> | and Monaſteries did robbe her of her 
t | Right when they impropriated to 
themſelues the Tithes and - Offerings 
| | - which Chriſtian Princes and People 
did in times paſt conſecrate to their 
Paſtor and the Poore. For contrarie to 
the cuſtome of the ancient Church, 
they tooke ypon them the government 
of Churches; and vnder colour of 

profeſt Pouertie, they ſnatcht away 

thoſe things which ought ro 
haue beene diſtributed 
' to the Poore 
indeed. | 
C 4 C HAP,; 
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Cuay, VI. 


T, be prfeffions of Monkes are not all 
of like nature. 


: S I have ſhewed the Treat dif- 
AA fone of the Eſtate of the Pa- 
4 ſtors & ReQors of the Church : 
ſo alſo are the Poſſeſſlions of Monkes 
' not all alike. it were redious to recount 
how they came to ſo- ar Wealth : 

- This chiefely would I have ebſerued, 

that wharſoeuer was poſleſt by Monks; 
that was indeed due to the Poore, and 
Church-Paſtors,doth appertaine tothe 
firſt ſortof Ecclefi aſticall gosts,which 
after the Overthrow of Monkerie, are 
not to be held as eſcheated, while the 
Chorch hath Paſtors and 'Poore to 
prouide for. Wherefore after the Eic- 
&ion of Poperie, thoſe things onely 
were to be confiſcate, which did onely 
ſerue to ſupport the PopesS uperſtition 
4 Or 
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or Tyrannie . The remainder, which . 


had no impious Ground or End ,thould 
haue beene reſtored ro the Cliurch 

Whereſocuer therefore all that be: 
longed to Monkes and Monaſteries 
was confiſcate by che conſent 'or coun- 
ſell of thoſe whom it more neerly con- 
cerned to looke- to it, they were the 
more too blame;that did not intercede 


therein ; and betrer infortne the Magi- 


frare: for ſurely,the prophanation and 
abuſe of the © hurches 'Patrimonic, 

could not be fo great, as to change the 
nature of it,end Tnerly deftroy the firſt 
Donativn. The Arke of God among 
the Phil;tims, 'was Rill the' ſame : and 
the Veſſels of the' Temple; loft not 
theit fanciric in Babylow. WW Far though 
the Pope and his Clergic fouly and im- | 
piouſly abuſed the true*and lawfull 
Goods of the Church > Ought there. 
tore the true Miniſters of the Church 
to be cheated and defrauded of them > 
Their Poſleſfors,are not Lords or Ow-- 
ners of them ; but Stewards _ 


hauing 


having the vſe,fruitand adminiſtration 
' of the Churches Eftare, but no propri- 
etie thereity, Neither makes it any 
thing againſt me, that Biſhops in times 
paſt thought that the Reuenewes dedi- 
cated to Pa anGods,did not belong(of 
right) tq = Church ; for I fay not, 

that the Church hath anyTitle to thoſe 
Things which were immediately dedi- 
cated to Impietie : ſuch,I haue already 
confeſſed to be in the power,and|; at the 
donation .of the Magiſtrate : and that 
the Edit of Howoriue and Theodoſing, 
and other pious Emperors and Chriſti- 
an Kings difpleaſeth nat mee : Whoſe 


Examples ,1f they,whoſe Errors moo-. 


yed me to write this Treatiſe, would 
haue vouchſafed to haue followed; 
there had. been no need of this © 
Diſpuration, | 
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It is one thing for People to be converted 
from Paganiſme to Chrifttanitie : ano. 
ther thing, from Poperie, or any 

other Hereſie, 


\ - FE E may nat forget, that 
V \ / it 1s a farre other matter 
for any People to paſſe 


from the Pagan Religion to the Chri. 
tian then from the Papiſticall Hereiie 
to the ſame. The Nifference betwixt 
Paganiſme and Chriſtianiſme is not 
the ſame as betweene Papiſme and 


Chriſtianiſme, For Paganiſme hath in 


it nothing art all of Chriſtianitie: bur 
Poperie 15 Chriſtiapitie contaminated 
with Superſtition and Idolatry,and (as 
I may ſay) a Mungrell and impure 
Chriſtianiſme. For the holy Scripture 
of rhe old and new Teſtament,the Co. 
uenant of God,the Baptiſme of _ 
the 
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the Remiſſion of Sinnes, the Name of Þ*4! 


LE ETSY 
TOR OTROS 


Chriſtian,and many other things there 
are 11 1t that are proper tothe Church, 
and Markes of Chriſtianitie ; which 
out of the Church are not to be found, 
either in Paganiſme, Indaiſme, or Ma- 
hometiſme, Were Hereſies and Su- 
perſtitions weeded out of the Church 
of Rome, the Remainder would bee 
Chriſtianiſme, For Poperie, is the 
diſeaſe of the Church,not the Church 
it ſelte: and as the Leproſie, or other 
deadly Contagion is to the Body of a 
Man, ſuch is Poperie to the Body of 
the Carholicke Church : ſo that to 
forſake Poperie, is not to forſake the 
Church but the Plague of the Church, 
When an Ethnike is madea Chriſtian, 
an Alien and Forreyner is endenized 
and ingraffed into a new People, & be- 
Sins robe a Member of the Church: 
In the Reformation > an adulterous 


Church becomes a chaſt Spouſe, and is 


reconciled to Chriſt her Husband ; 
and ſpurious and baſtard Chriſtians 
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are legitimated : wherefore, whatſoe- 


ner Goods of her Husbands.,the Adul- 
rereſſe vſurped ; the lawfull Church 
(as the true Wife) may tuſtly clayme. 
In the Code of Theodofins,Lib.16.tit,44. 
Contra Doxatiftas ;, it is thus. Let thoſe. 
Poſſefſions where direfull Superſtition 
hath hitherto raigned, be annextto the 
Venerable Catholike Church : and let 
the Biſhops, Prieſts, and all the Pre- 
lates, and Miniſters [of the Donariſts] 
be ſtriprt of all their Revenewes, and 
baniſht ro ſeuerall Tlands, and Prouin- 
ces.In the ſame place ( inthe 4 Booke } 
wee find a Decree of the Emperours 
Honorics and Theodefius, againſt the 
Montaniſts,in theſe words. If there be = 
now any of their Edifices ſtanding, 
which are rather to be tearmed the 
Dennes of wild Beaſts,then Churches, 
let them with their Reuenewes be ap- , 
propriated to the ſacred Churches of 
the Orthodox Faith. 

Before our time there icll out many 
Alterations in the Church : but when: 


godly 
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godly Emperors cxpelled the heretical * 


partie ; they ſpoyled not their Chur- 
ches of their Poſſeſſhons, but reſtored 


them to the true Profeſſors : as Augu-. 


ftine witneſſes in his 50 Epiſtle to Bord: 
facims a Souldier. Quicquid ergo, nomihe 
Eccleſiarum parts Donati poſitdebatur, 
Chriſtians Imperatores legibus religioſis 
cutn ipſis Eccleſius ad Catholicam tranſire 
iuſſerunt : Thatis, VVhatſoeyer the Do- 
natiſts poſſeft in Right of their Chur- 
ches ; the Chriſtian Emperors,by reli- 
gious Lawes commanded to paſle ( to- 
gether with the Churches) tothe Ca- 
tholike Church. Thus Afizm, I necd 
not produce any more witneſſes to 
proue ſs cuident a Thing , and well 
knowne. To capitulate therefore what 
hath beene ſayd : Eccleſiaſticall Poſſeſ- 
ſions gotten by fraud or force,and vſur- 
ped againſt all Right,or giuvenar firſt to 
a meere. ſuperſtitious end, are 1h the 
power of the chiefe Magiſtrate. But 
what hath lawfully beene giuen to the 
Church, and receancd, is conſecrated 
£0 
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1} *Ito God.nor may withoutSacriledge be 


otherwiſe tranſ-ferred. S* Augnſizne in 
his 50 Tract vpon 7ehz, the 12 Chapter 
and 9 Tome. faith thus.Ecce 1mterSandtos 
ef Judas, ec. Behold Indas among the 
Saints, and fleight it not : notan ordi1- 
narie, bur a ſacrilegious Theefe : a pic- 
ker of purſes: bur they were the Lords: 
of purſes, bur ſuch as were ſacred; As 
Crimes are adiudged in the Ciuill 
Court,ſfimple Theft(from priuate per- 
ſons) 1s not ſo penall, as tro robbe the 
Common-wealth : How much more 
then is that facrilegious Theefe to bee 
condemned, which dare ſteale from the 
Church > Such a one may well be 
compared to 1#d«:,the ſonne 
of Perdition. 
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hat a haynous and incarable Sinne is 
Sacrilcage, 


: \ TIM ""S0 

Larto beings about to make 4 
Pu againit Sacrtiedge , begins 

with a great Preface, judging it 
to be an incurable Cryme , and- the 
Acar thereof notrto be ordinarily euil, 
buta creature compoſed of inexpiable 
Villanies : wherefore hee exhorts ſuch 
as are led with that helliſh furie, to 
expiate themſelues, to. frequent rhe 
Temples, to propitiate the Gods, to, 
vie the Companie of good Men, to 


giuc eare to thein, and to endeuour to 


peake and practiſe honeſt and iuſt 
things. And if none of theſe can rid 
them of their diſeaſe, he holds, that 
Death were better for ſuch , then Life. 
The Tenour of his Law followeth. 
Qureuns, in Sacrilegio,g tr, W 4 ae 
— 1na 


. 
o 


__ due tothe Ge) 
{hall be-fpund guiltie-of Seine 
he be a' Seruant-or:Stranger,: de þ 
Crime be branded inhisface & hands, 
and being well ſcourged; according as 
the Iudges ſhaltthinke meet, kethim-be 
ſript-naked; and fobaniſhr the:Coun- 
trey. For.peraduenture he maybecome 
ſome:whar the tbetrer by this punſh- 
ment. : For.no ptiniſhment thariSinfli- 
ed, is hurtfull ro the partie%z>/but'et- 
ther makes him better ; ot lefle euill 
then he was. | But'if he bea;Native or 
Citizen tharfhallbe conui&of ſach' a 
Crimeagainſ tht:Gods,' or ſhall:Yoe 
ſome haynous imnre-ro his Parents;or 
Citic;lecthe Iudgereſolue; thatiſhch'a 
one isthcutable Jneehiuvinghad(fromh 
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IS 
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: a Child)all Inſtitntiorrand di oh ion, 
he hath not. contained hirnifelfe fron 


the execution of ſuch exeerabls/ARs, 
Let.himitherefore ſuffer Deathzwhich 
is the leaſt of Evils;'Theother ; being 


 difgracedard banithed, may haply doe 


good to others, by his Exemplarie pe- 
naltie. 
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The Romane Lawes of the twelve 
Tables, thus Decree concerning Sacri- 
ledge. Sacrum, ſacroue commendatum.,qui 
clepſerit rapſeritg, parricido eſto, Thar 1s, 
Hee that ſteales or takes away that 
which is ſacred; or dedicated to a ſa- 
cred yſe,let himbe guiltie of Parricide. 
Vhat ſbould I ſtand to repeat the ſe- 
ueritie of Lawes in-this caſe ? It is well 

knowneto all. | bk? 
As fot thoſe Sacrilegious perſons, 
which eſcape the Indgement of Men, 
either becauſe they are Great, or Pow- 
erfull ; or ſo concealed, as the Lawes 
cannot bee executed ypon them, they 
ſhall not: be able to cuade the Tudge- 
metit'of God. For it is one of the moſt 
Capitall Crimes that is purſued with 
Diuin6'Reyenge : and both ſacred and 
prophane Stories yeeld vs innumerable 

Examples thereof : of which, 
I will propound 

a few. 
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Examples of Gods Vengeance won 
ſacritegions Per ſons. 


— H E firſt Example,ſhallbe that 
+0 Achan ( oſue 7) who from 
| the conſecrated Stuffe of er? 
cho, tooke 200 ſhekels of Siluer, and a 


Wedge of Gold * ( beſide the accurſed Iofc:194 


Babyloniſh Garment)or whoſe onely 
ſinne, all 1/7ael ſuffered the Vrath of 
God, till the facrilegious Delinquent 
and all his Family 3 his Sonnes and 
Daughters, Oxen, Aſſes, and:Sheepe 
were ſtoned to death by all the People; 
and afterwards (together with his Tent 
and all that he had ) burned with fire. 
The next, ſhall be another facrilegious 
Fa& committed byPrieſts,and punifht 
by God, as ſeuerely as that of Achay; 
In 1 Sam.2. weread,That a May of God 
came to Elt the High-Prieft,and ſayd unto 
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him, Ti ſaith the Lord, Did 1 plainly ap- 
peare vnto the Houſe of thy Father, when 
they were in: Agypt in Pharaohs Houſe ? 
And aid I chuſe him out of all the Tribes 
of Ifracl, to be my Pricſt tooffer vpou my 
Altar,to burne Incenſe, to weave an Ephod 
before mee © And did I gine wnto the 
Heafe:if thy Father all the Offerings made 
by fire.of the Children of 1ſracl ? whettfore 
kicke ye at my Sacrifice, and af my offerings 
which'F hane commanded in myHabitation, 


:. amd hanoureit thy Sonnes aboue me,to make 


your ſciues fat with the ehurfeſt of all the 
erings of t/rael-my People * Wherefore 


the Lord God of 1/74 ſaith, 7 ſaid ingted, 


thet thy Hoaſe,and the Houſe of thy Father 


ſhould walke before me for euer :But now the 
Lord ſtith, Be it farre from me : For them 
that honir Me, 1 will honor ; and they that 


deſpiſe me;ſhall be lightly efteemed. Behold, 


the daies come that 1 will cut off thine arme 
and the arms of thy Fathers Houſe; that 
there ſhall not bee an old Man in thine 
Houſe. And thou ſhalt ſee aw Enemie in my 


. Habitation, in all the tvealth which God 


ſhalt 
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ſhall gine 1/7 acl,and there ſpall not be anold 
Man in thine Houſe for eucr. And the 
Man of thine whom 1 (hall not*cut off from 
mine Alter, (hall beto conſtume thine Eyes, 


andtogrieue thine Heart : and all the in. 


creaſe of thine Houſe [hall dye 12 the flowre 
of their age. And'this ſhall be a figne vnts 
thee, that ſhall come wvpon thy two Sounes, 
#s Hophni and Phinehas : 71 ene day they 


ſhall aye both of themi, And 1 will rayſe me 


wp 4 faithfull Prieſt, that ſhall doe accor- 
ding to that which s in mine Heart, and it 
my mind.and I will baild hin ſure Houſe, 
and he ſhall walke before mine Aneinicd 


for ener. And it ſhall come to paſſe,that eut- 


rie oze that & left in thine Houſe, ſhall come 
and crouch to him for a picce of Silwer and 
4 morſell of Bread, and ſhall ſay, Put me (1 


pray.thee ) into one of the Priefts of fices, 


thit I'rmray eat 4 piece of Bread, Thus the 
Marrof God : Allwhich things, as hee 
toretold them ; .ſoone after came to 
paſſe: For the, Sonnes of E/i'were ſlain 
in Battell : The Arke of the Couenant 
was taken by prophane Mem : Ez ha» 
De D3 | 
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uing heard the meſſage thereof, fell 
from his Seat, and brake his necke,and 
dyed : His Daughter-in-law ( Ph nebas 
Wite) dyed in the pangs of Child- 
birth : The holy place of Sh:loh was 
forſaken of God, nor was the Arke of 
God cuer brought thither againe : 
Laſtly by Saz/s appointment,85 Prieſts 
(of E{z's Family)were put to the ſword. 
I omit to ſpeake of other calamities 
which that Houſe ſuffered, for the Sa- 
criledge of thoſe twe Perſons. And al- 
though the Philifims did (after a fort) 
honorably entertaine the ſacred Arke, 
yet did God ſeverely puniſh their Im- 
ietie,” nor did they ſcape ſcotfree for 
handling ſodiuinea thing. I paſſe by 
the Sacriledges committed, from that 
time, to the Caprtiuitie of Babylon, 
Zalthsſar King of Babylon,is a memora- 
ble Example of Diuine Iuſtice againſt 
the Sacrilegious. For hee commanded 
that the ſacred Veſſels which his grand 
father Nebuchadnezzer had taken out 
of the Temple at eruſalem, ſhould bee 
LY E brought 


© duetothe Clergie. 
ſhould be brought to the Feaſt which 


hee had made, that Himſelfe and his 


Gueſts might drinke therein in con- 


- tempt of God. But the Wrath of God 


ſeized vpon the facrilegious Prince, 
in the very Ac, and denounced tohim 
preſent Deſtruction by the Prodigte of 
a Hand-writing on the Wall of his Pa- 
lace, Whereupon Daziel the Seruant of 
God being called to read and interpret 
that diuine Writ, did gravely rebuke 
him tor his Impietie ; Taping to him 
(among other things ) thus : Thou ha## 
lifted wp thy ſelfe againit the God of Hea- 
wen,and they hane brought the Veſſels of hi 
Houſe before thee, and Thou and thy Lords, 
thy Wines and thy Concubines hane drunke 
Wine in them, and thou haſt prayſed the 
God's of 'Siluer and Gold, of Braſſe, Trow, 
Ford, and Stone, which ſee not, nor heare, 
nor know : and the God in whoſe hand thy 


breath us, and whoſe are all thy wayes, haſt 


thou net glorified. Then was the part of the 
Hand ſent from him, and this Writing was 
writtes : Mene, Mene, Tekel,Vpharſin. 
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Tbs: the Interpretation of the thing, 
Mene, God hath numbred thy Kingdowe, 
end finiſhed it; Tekel,Theu are weighed 
in the Balances, and art found wanting. 
Vphariin, 7 hy Kinedome « atuiacd, and 
giuer to the Meedes and Perſians, Thus 

Daniel, And that very night was Baltha- 
_ for {laine,and the.Empire of the 4f7r- 
xs and Chaldeans,which had flouriſhed 

130.yeeres, ended, and was giuen by 
_ God to the Meedes and Perſians, 

I come now to the Greekes , vnder 
whom the ewes ſuffered many grieuous 
calamities, both from their owne Na- 
tion, and the Greekes themſelues. The 
execrable Fa of Alzimu the High- 
Prieſt, which ſcugto overthrow the 
Temple of God, was not vnpuniſhed : 
for being ftrucked with a Palfie,he dy- 
 edingreat torment. Heliodorws, being 
ſent to Jeruſafm by King Selewcas, to 
robthe Teniple,of the ſacred Treaſure 
(whigh hee.vaderſtood, was exceeding 
nach) felt.che hand of God ypon him; 
together with his: Companions which 

by Came 


_— OT 


F 
3 


sS HK -» J,u" 


came-with him-: ior had he eſcaped 
Death,if Onias the Prieſt had not pray- 
ed to God for him. Whereupon,being 
delivered, he returned to his King,and 
profeſt, that God was the Keeper of 
that i'Temple , and Defender of the 
Treaſure : and if the King were dif- 
pleaſed with. any, and withed his de- 
ſtruction, heſhould ſend him thither. 
The robbing of that Temple, coſt that 
great Romane Commander M. Craſ/is 
deere : for God, by the Perſians,reuen- 
ged the Sacriledge : who put him, and . 
his Army to the Sword; and thruſt . 
molten Gold (which in his life-time he 
ſo thirſted after) into his head & mouth 
and in inſulting manner , exprobrated 
his vnſatiable Auarice. 1#d«s the Tray- 
tor, deſerues the firſt place among 1a- 
crilegious Wretches ; for hee, for co- 
vetouſnefle of | Gold, fpared not his 
Lord and Mafter,, whom he knew to be 
innocent. Buthe became his owne Ac- 
cuſer,' Indge, and Hangman ; and fo 
miſerably periſhed; Admirable alſo is 
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the Example of Ananias and Sapbyra ; 
whom God chaſtened with corporall 
Death, becauſe they preſumed to re- 
caine to their owne vie, part of that 
Money which themfelues had volunta- 
rily dedicated to God. Which Fact of 
theirs, though it were more excuſable, 
then if they had done fo with others 


Money ; yet wee ſee the ſeueritie of 


Gods Iudgement vpon them ; to the 
Terror of all other Chriſtians. 

All Hiſtories relate the Plagues 
which fell vpon 1«lza» the Emperour, 
for his Apoſtacie and Sacriledge : who 
in derifion of Chriſt and Chriſtians : 
when he had ſtript the Church and Bi- 
ſhops of all they had,told them, thar in 
ſo doing, he had a ſpeciall care of their 
Soules health ; becauſe the Gofpell 
commended Pouertie vato them. 

To this 7«/zan, I will adde another 
tulian ; his Vackle; as facrilegious a 
miſcreant, ashimſelfe —_— Artoch 
_ in $yr:4,hauing gotten together a great 

nutaber of me nodnighs Veſlels and 
lewels 
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lewels of the Church, 'to carrie them 
into the Emperours Treaſurie ; hee 
threw them on the Ground, and began 
to ſcorne and blaſpeme Chriſt at his 
pleaſure ; at laſt he ſardowne (in great 
contempr) vpon the ſacred Veſlels.But 
ſee the hand of. God ! Straight after, 


his Privie-members, and ſecret-parts 
conſumed away, and the Fleſh abour 


them rotting by peece-meale, turned 
into Vermine : and his Diſeaſe fo en- 
creaſed, that no Phylicke could helpe 
him :'for the Vermine, being hid in his 
Inward-parts, crept to his ſound and, 
live fleſh, and neuer ceaſed gnawing, 
till they had quite made anend of him, 
I omit others, whom the VVrath of 
God hath punithed in like ſort. | 

Many Hiſtories of Chriſtian Kings 
might be added, whom God iuſtly pla- 
oued for their Sacriledges : but that it 
were too tedious a worke : and ſome 
things are reputed by Hiſtorians, for 
ſacriledgious ; which if they were 
done in no contempt of God, may be 
2 excuſable 
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excufable. It had beene facriledge in 
Daxiad,to haue eaten the Shew-bread, if 
Neceflitie had not excuſed it. Bur ſa- 
criledge is to be meaſured by Impiety; 
which conliſts as well in the Contempt 
of a falſe God, as of the true; towit, 
whenſocuer,that,which others worſhip 
(for God) is contemned with a kind of 
Irceligion ; rather; then out of a true 
Faith, and deuotion to the true Ged, 
And fo much, is the mind and intent,in 
this caſe, to be conftdered ; that as it 
may be an A of pietie in the Vor- 


ſhippers of the true God, to demolith | 


the Temples of falſe Gods; and to 
breake their Images : ſo, if the Wor- 
{ſhippers of falſe Gods; or Atheiſts, 
which ſcoerne all Gods ; ſhould doe the 
like, it were Sacriledge, and Impietie: 

If any aske, how he can be ſayd to 
contemne God,-which beleenes there 
isno God? © ” 


I anfwer, His very beleeving that _ 
there is none, proceeds from Con- 


tempt. 
No 
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No,mervaile therefore,if the wrath 
of God fell vpon Idolaters that were 
ſacriledgious. VV hereof prophane Sto- 
ries .haue innumerable examples, of 
which I will fele& a few. 

The Temple of De/phos was famous 
in the World ; and neither Xerxes, nor 
Breznus that prophaned it could eſcape 
che viſible vengeance of God. The 
Prouetbe of the Gold of 'Tholowze 
whence'it had its originall,is common- 
ly knowne. | 


* Cambyſes Souldiers which he ſent to 


robbe-the Temple of Jupreer: Ammon, 


| were-:{wallowed: vp quicke of great 


heapesof Sand :ahd Cambyfes himielfe 
a derider of the Mgyptian ſacrifices, 


becuſe he did-it, out of anImpions 


mind (notwithſtanding they were defi- 
led with ſuperſtition). +not. long after 


thathee - had killed their -Oxe-God 


Apis, periſhed. of wound. giuen him 
with hisowne Dagger. tt 
And:the Wrath of God: ng mens 
ludgement ) lighted on'Fyrrianc, who 
| . having 


hauing robd the Treaſurie of Proſerpina 
the Locrenſien Goddefle, and hauing 
conueyed that wicked Prize ro his 
Ships,himſelfe and all his Fleet with a 
ſudden ſtorme were drowned neere to 
the bordering ſhote ; where the Trea- 
ſure wasall taken vp, and reſtored to 
the Goddeſſes Treaſuric. 

* I will adde one more Example of 
D:ony fizs the Tyrant of Syracuſa(though 
of contrarie Euent)for their ſakes that 
among their Companions thinke. it 
ſuch good ſport to laugh ar God ,” and 
_ allReligion,tothe end that theywhich 
ſcorne the Dodarine of Chriſtianitte, 
may be inſtructed byPagans themſelus. 
Palerias Maximms inhis firſt Booke and 
ſecond Chapter,Of the neglect of Re- 


ligion ; -relates theſe words of Tut 


concerning D/ony ſinus. | 
Dionyfizzs borne at Syracuſe, did take 
great pleaſure in ieſting at his facrile- 
g10us prankes, which we now rehetfe. 
Hauing robbed the Temple of the 
Locrenſian Proſerpins, atd ſayling _ 
wards 
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wards with a very proſperous wind, he 
ſmiled and fayd to his Friends : See ye 
not with whata fayre gale of wind the 
Gods themſelues blefſe them at Sea, 
which robbe them > Another time,ha- 
uing ſtript the Statue of Jupiter Olym- 
pizs of a goodly Garment of maſhe 
Gold, which King Hzero hauing taken 
from the Carthagin/ans did adorne it 
with ; .he put on ( in ſtead thereof ) a 
Cloath-cloke, ſaying, that a Golden- 
Mantle was too heauie for Summer, 
and too cold for Winter ; but that of 
Cloath would ſerue very fitly for both 
ſeaſons. He commanded allo to take 
away the golden Beard ofe/culapimzat 
Epidanyus ; ſaying, that it was vndecent 

to ſee the Sonne have a Beard, & pode, 
the Father to haue none. He tooke alſo 

the Golden and Siluer Tables out of 
the Temples ; and becauſe it was writ- 
ten in them ( after the Greeke faſhion ) 


| that they were the Tables of the good 


Gods, he ſayd, he would make vie of 
their Goodneſſe, He alſo tooke away 
RE) | the 


' thegolden Plates, Crownes, & Images 
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of Vicorie,which were held with our- 
ftretched hands of Images of the Gods; 
ſaying,that he did not take them away, 
out receaue what was offered him : ar- 
guing, that it was a fenſeleffe thing, to 
pray to the Gods for good things, anti 
refuſe chem when they -fo readily ten- 
dred them. 1 his man,though in hisown 
perſon he'ſuffered according to bis: de- 
ſerts, yet being dead, he had chat peoal- 
tie , by the 1gnominie, of his Sonne, 
wh:ch hee eſcaped when hee was aliue. 
For-God proceeds many times but 
ſlowly ro reuenge : yet at laſt, that 
{lowneſfle is recompenced with a grea- 
ter weightof puniſhment; Thusfarre 
Faterixs ; who though he ſay much, yet 
much more is ſayd: by Tzky, . to.wit, 
that Tyrants are ever. vexed with the 
Sting of Conſcience; and that their 


_- wicked Acts neues ler them reſt,;: but 


inwardly torment their Minds, even as 
Hangmen torture Malefactors on the 
VWheele or Racke, And certainely 
Dron1ſins 
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Dijonyſizs his laughter was but Sardonran 
(as they ſay ) and from the teeth our- 
ward : for being conſcious of ſo much 
Villanie,he could not poſſibly be with- - 

out feare:- . And though the Vulgar 
might thinke him a happy man, yet] he 


knew himſelfe, how wretched he was, 


and how farre from his ſuppoſed Feli- 


_ citie, His friend Damzcles being deſirous ci.1ib.4; 
to haue a Taſt of his happy Eſtate z hee Tuſe. 


was content : and commanded him to 
be placed ina Golden Bed,and all kind 
of Delicates to be miniſtred ro him: {o 


that Damocles thought himſelfe moſt 


happy., But as ſoone as he perceaued a 
glittering Sword ouer his head, hang- 
ing from the Roofe bur by 2 Horle- 
hayre, inſtantly the pleaſure herooke 
inall thoſe ſweet things, vaniſhed : and 
being. loth to enioy' a happineſle ac- 
companied with ſuch feartull perplexi- 
tie, hee craued leaue. of the Tyrant to: 
be. gone. - And hath not Diozyſius now. 


ſuthiciently ſhewed ,in what, fearfull 


pangs the Sacrilegious. are ? . 


E But 
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But what ſhall we ſay to that of the 
Satyriſt ? 


_ Drcrte Pontifices, 
in Templo quid facit aurum * 
Tell me, you High-Prieſts, 
what makes Gold here i the Temple > 


It is no reaſon that I ſhould reply in 
behalfe of thoſe Pagan-Prieſts : Yer 
thus much I dare ſay ; That Gold, ſuch 
as it was, to the impious Idolaters,was 
facred. Whar vſe that ferued for,which 
was kept in the Temple of God, wee 
may know by the words of Onias the 
High-Prieſt to Zeliodorwe : to wit, for 
the reliefe of Widowes and Orphans. 
As for the Treaſure and Gold which 
once the Church had,it was not, in the 
beſt times, vnemployed ; but was vied 
for the ſupply of poore neceſſitated 
Chriftians,and people that were in mi- 
ſerie. The Church ( faith S* Ambroſe) 
hath Gold, which it hoords not, but 
beſtowes,as occaſion ſerues, 


It 
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tIt was euer the chiefeſt. Commen- 
dation of a Biſhop, to feed the poore, 
and helpe the afflicted : and becauſe 
Chriſtians in times paſt would haue 
their Biſhops to be bounrifull, they did 
endow them with large Renenewes, 
But now Men ſeeke to vadoe them,and 
to reduce them to ſuch a poore pit- 
tance, as they can verie hardly ſupport 
their eſtates. So,they may teach Cha- - 
ritic,and preach Liberalitie,but not be 
able to practiſe ir, I well wor, that 
ſome will obic& the Couetouſneſle, 
and Pompe cf Biſhops , and that they 
ſpend all theChurches wealth on them- 
ſelues,withour any Care or Conſcience 
to relecue the Poore with any part of 
it : which Sacriledge, if it be found in 
Men of their Ranke, is a great deale 
the more heynous. Bur one Sacriledge 
cannot excuſe another : and leaſt the 
Paſtors of Churches ſhould commit 
Sacriledge,they which have 1mproprt- 
ared Church-Luuug, bad rather doe it 
themielnes, =  »: -- 
| 'D 3 For 
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_ For moſtcertaine it is that whatioe- 
ner (vnder that colour ) harh becne ra- 
ken from the Church, hath not beeue 
given to.the Poore : who arc now in 
. worſe caſe, then eyer before : yea they 
were farre better xclecued by Ecclel- 
aſticall perſons, heretofore ; then now 
by Lay-men (of whatqualitic ſocuer) 
that have gotten the Lands of the 
Church into their poſſeſſion : And 
when the Tyrannic of the Biſhop of 
Rome was firit aboliſhed, the Poore 
might with more eaſe hane obtained 
their due portion from the Paſtors of 
the Church, then ener they could from 
them which vniwſtly ſucceeded them, 
and ſhll vſurpe the Churches Patrimo- 
ne, But to conclude, whoſocuer they 
bee that either make a prey of the 
Church, or wickedly abuſe the Reue- 
newes thereof, caanot be excuſed from 
the Crime of Sacriledge,and there- 
fore (without Reftiturion)ſhall 
not eſcape the Vengeance 
of Gov. 
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xs 
us 
Reaſons againit the Miinteoqnce po 
Mzziſters by arbitrarre 
_ Stipends. | 


Ecing he Apoftolike 
/ Rule commands, that 
- good Order be kept i m 
SZ NY © the Church, and that 
po D/G ill things therein bee 
2225 dane to Edification; 
It is-not amiſſe to conſider, whether. it 
y better bee obſerued, by putting 
Miniters ro Penſions,or by the ancient 
manner of paytn Tithes and Offerings 
to the Paſtors, . = 952 by the Apo- 
files to the People of, Gad, and practi- 
ſed by the Fathers. of . the. Church. 
Io Big that. Wiſedome was not 
borne with vs, that wee ſhould order 
- things berter, then the Ancients did : 
nd L-hold that wee ought to innovate 
—_ hi , E: ? | _ nothing 


54 Of the honor and maintenance 


nothing.in the Church,without the ap- 
proued patterne of former times, to 
the end wee glue no iuſt cauſe to our 
Adverſaries to calumniate. But this 
new found way of honoring the Cler- 
gie with Stipendarie Contributions, is 
vnknowne to the Scriptures, and Fa- 
thers : for it was neuer heard of before 
our time, that the Church had ſtipen- 
darie Miniſters, Yet I would not be ſo 
miſtaken, as if I held it vtterly valaw- 
full for the Magiftrate to allow Penſi- 
ons to the Clergie for their better 
maintenance; but this I ſay ,that Chri- 
ſtian People are bound to their Paſtors 
in a more ſtricktand religious Bon1 of 
Obſeruance ; and therefore it is their 
dutie , by the beſt Expreſſions of a 
gratefull mind, to honor them : which 
when they doe nor. it 1s a figne, their 


*6- Charitie1s but cold. Paul commands 


that he which 1s taught in the Word, 
communicate vato his Teacher in all 
his Goods : From which Dutie no fti- 
pends can free the Rich and Wealthy 

| hearers, 


hearers. For that Communication of 
good things is notalwayes done for the 
releeving of neceflitic, but alſo for the 

Teſtification of our thankfull and ho- 

norable Regard. Our poore Chriſtian 

- Brother is honoured with a reward, for 

his necefſitie : but; the Paſtor, for his 

Officeand Dignitie. Againe,the VVill 

of Magiſtrate is mutable ; whom if 
Miniſters chance to diſpleaſe, they are 

ſure to haue but flow payment, and 

perhaps noneat all. And if their Penſt- 
ons-come from the publike Treaſurie , 

whenſocuer that isat an Ebbe(as many 

times it happens) they are like to be in 
a pittifull caſe. For the People being 
not wont to pay any thing ( of due 
Right) to their Paſtor, willthinke that 
his Neceſſitie is nothing to them 3 and 
will not therefore be perſwaded, todo 
as Dutie binds them: yea.the moſt will 
rather .vtterly forſake their Preacher, 
then contribute any thingto him : who 
being ſo deſerted, will bee forced to 
leaue his Flocke-: as in many places of' 

. Eg, Holland, 
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Holland, it hath come to paſſe. And how 
miſerable the eftate of Miniſters ts in 
Holland ; both for ſmalnefle of Stipend, 
and difficultie of payment, they know 


who haue experience of it; being in- 


forced to goe a long and tedious way 
to begge- their Pay of the Officers ; 
who ott welcomming them with baſe 


reproches,ſend them away empric : ſo 


that they bring home nought, beſide 
the troubleſomneſle of their Iourney, 
but lofſe of Time and Expence. More- 
ouer, the Magittrates thet are accuſto- 
med to pay ſuch Stipends, begin to 
eſteeme their Paſtors,but as Ciuill Of- 
ficers : infomuch,that men of baſe con- 
dition ( fetting their Office. afide ) as 
Shoomakers,Smithes, VVoodmongers 
and 'Pedling - Merchants dare many 
_ times preſume to inſult moſt rudely 
ouer their Preachers : ſaying, you are 
our Seruants ; we pay you Wages,&c. 


I ſhould be aſhamed to ſpeake fo con- 


cemptuouſly , to a Drudge, ar Scul- 
lian; * SADOLT G3 
4457 Being 


/ 
1 


bo. EE WO. 


Being ar a ſolemne- Feaſt at Gewn?, 
where the Prince of Orange was Enter- 


tained,I fat over againſt two.Scabines, 


or Burgomaſters, who when they had 
well warmed themſclues with VVine, 
and of Mutes, were become Vowels, 
thinking (belike) that Theardnot what 
they fayd,being buſic intalke with him 
that ſatnext me, they fell (25 I well re- 


member) into this Diſcourſe. 


We mult ( fayd they ) take heed leſt 
theſe Miniſters doe not ſommerime pur 
vs toas much trouble,as the Popes did. 
We muſt therefore keepe them vnder, 
that. they grow not into too Much fa. 
uour and authoritie with the People, 
to the preiudice of the Magiſtrate : 
and eſpecially wee myſt fee thar their 
Stipends bee not great ; tor hee that 


daintily feeds his.Seruant, ſhall find 


him refra@tarie. - 
Theſe Men made a ſhew to be Pa- 
trons ( forſooth)) of the Church, and 


. Defenders thereof, but afterwards they 


diſcovered themſelues whatthey were, 
prouing 
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prouing indeed Traytors to theChurchſ, , 
and Countrey. Whether Holland hauc el 
any more ſuch, I know not : From likefſ, og 
efteds,itis lawfull to argue to the like cts 
cauſes. pt 

Thus wee ſee,that the Temporaltics {ac 
of the Church being confiſcate, or ſa * 
crilegiouſlyalienated,there can accrew 
nothing tothe Clergie,from their new 
ſupercilious Pay-Maſters , but Con- 
cempt. 

Let none therefore wonder, if I dif: 
ike this new fangled way of honoring 
and maintayning the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel : for it 1s no honour, whictt 15 
10yned with Diſgrace. And let that 
Order which was preſcribed by God 
himſelfe out of his Diuine Wiſdome 
in the Old and New Teſtament, for the 
honorable maintenance of hisSeruants 
as it was vnderſtood and practiſed by 
the ancient-Farhers, be. inuiolably ob 
ſ{erued : nor let ſelfe-conceit flatter vs, 
chat wee ate able to find out a better 
way. Let Abuſes be mo 

The 
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- he lawfull vſe be reſtored : and let nor 


:-off eir T mpietic which with theirwicked : 


Acts defiled ſacred &prophane things, 

Jo farre tranſport vs, as to confound 
| {acred and prophane together ; and 
ic ; : 
G1 vtterly aboliſh thar difference in 

1hings,which Nature and 
Reaſon have con- 
ſittnted, 
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[An Appendix to Saravia; 
Anſwering fouremaineArgu- 
ments which Vſurpers of the 
Churches Righes vſually 

aledge | 


Pirft,Abbey-Land, ©; 


VR:Land is Abbey=Lan 
| belonging to-ſuck;auM; 
naſterie before the Piſſo« 4 
Dj lution ; and conſequently = *: 
"exempted from«Tithes, 3 
hs. Anſwer, 
| 76 Lond they may enith, "onkeſe it 
were once conſecrated 18 the Church; and 
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WE ER. 
zf fo, tet them take heed : for what &.0nce 
dedirated to the. ſeruice of God, may wot by 
alienated there-from : (ſome few caſes th. 
cepred ) whereof this (of Lay-impropria- 


t0Fs ) as none. 


Their Reply. LO de 

It'is deſcended to vs by Inherirance, | 2! 
and therefore we may without feruple 
ENIOY It, y tnlnifte Ty 


Anſwer. - 5 
1 It « very diſputable whether their - 
Title be cleere;nleſſe it can br euidently 
proued by them, that the Land was nener 
conſecrated to God,(as aforeſaga,) which if 
it hr wot apparent they cars without #tych 
doubting , ind ſeraple of | Conſcience ," en- 
c BL Adm; their Tithe bee cleereand | | 
themſelues void of perplexitie concerning |, 
it , yet was the Tithe of thoſe Lands ori- | 
grnally conſecrated 'to "the! maintenance of ; 
Gods Serucce : Why then deny hey the pay- _ 
" ment of that Tithe Poj it is 20t. 4. can- - 
be remptible | 


dd 


rewep kate. "1 Ag 


which, # 07581: alty wninſt Or atrerly to * 


will mint aine 4 ful fiecent Freathehy ” 


will exe chew fer etgwing it. \\ 
CPE IN 
Thefame Partiamencarie Auchdrity:. 
which gues: Miniftors Tithe: in Places : 
notexempted, hache vo! , Z 


from poyreent of: T iche\” 


| Ankvers: Ws ES 
| Bub what if the Law (in that pint) be 
not fo cleere as rhty imagine * H- us: well | 
known: that the atitnution of theſe Tithes 
(deuoinen 16 the King at rhe djffoe:ow of © 
Abbeyr, together with the Latidhs'Y- Wa at” 
firit,an 4d of the Pope by iniur jows wſur- 
pation pon the Churches Right, C7 againſt 
the Lawes of God and "Mas Thi in force. 
Now it us not to be thought that the Stat; 
(7n that caſe) Ns thi ratificars 


+ 1 


that facrilegious AF, of to make t af iu 


abolifh Tithes ; bat onely. to change the 


Peſan, far Mar. rl whe 


GoGe 


(66) 

claime might maxe euidently appeare. Bur 
ſuppoſe the Law were cleere for non-pay- 
ment of theſe Tithes, how doth it accord 
with the patterneof the Dinine Law * For 
zf God haue ordained that Preachers of the 
Goſpel ſhould line of the Goſpel , and that 
their Hearers are to. communicate vnto 
them * in all good things; then [urely, ſee- 
ing their Miniſterie i much more excel.- 
lent then that of the Law,either Tithes (at 
leſt) or ſome better thing ts due to them by 
Divine Ordinance. 7 ts therefore hard 
acaling , to barre them of the ancient Ordi- 
nance of Tathe, wnleſſe there can be proau- 
ced out of Scripture ſome other Law of 
Proutſ1on,to diſapullit, 


—— 
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Second, Compoſition. 


E E haue Compoſitions from 
 Y former Incumbents which free 
vs trom Tithes. 

Anſwer. 


Though ſuch Cempoſitions be ſeldome 
produced, 


i. 


» 


"x ""o a2 


(OF), -» 
produced, left the preſent Miniſter may 
pirke ſorrewhat out £7 8mF for bu owe 
aduantaze and reliefe, Jt admit the Com- 
poſition be nener ſo firong, how cap it land 
with Conſcience,that the 46? of one Incum- 
bemt ſhould preiudice has 5 UCCeſſonrs in 4 
greatCharge,te their witer impoueriſhmens 
and undoing ? Or how can «t ye reputed 4 
lawfull Contraf,which [0 dceply trenches 
on the Charches Right,to the extreme decay 
aud hinderange of Gods Seruice* Can the 
bayer or ſeller ( in this caſe) haue an yy hope 
zo be a member of the Church T1 mt Wb 
that lines and dyes a betrayer and ſpoyler of 
the Church militant zu that ſors ® Better 
therefore,that ſuch Compoſitions be renoun- 
ced, then their Soules be ſo manifefly en- 
dengere, 


PEG Jhek 


T bird, Preſeription. =”. 
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WV FEE can proue Prafizipriog 
( for divers Deſcents) exemp- . 


riog vs from Tithes, _ © 
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Anſwer, 

It # obſerned, that few great rich-men 
£47 indure with patience to pay Tithe in 
kind : whereupon they take their opportuni- 
ties to agreeith the Incumbents for their 
Tithe at an under-value, pretending, that 
:f they agree nat, they will make the Tithe 
title worth to them : thu done, they are 
willzng,out of their (exceeding) Feale to the 
Church, to alla! a poore yeerety Penſion to 
the Preacher. Which Praſcription hauing 


once got" footing for ſeme good tearme of 


yeeres ; if any ſucceeding Incumbent dare 
preſtme to queition it, they will wake him 
know, that hee bath romzed a Lyon, and 
ſeouree him through all the Courts of the 
Kingdome. Tea, if the Preſeribers adde,hy 
 theer Demaines in 


parchaſe,or incloſure,to 


che ſame Pariſh; they will by vertue of the 


ame vicious Preſcription, detaine all the 
Tithe of. the Portion ſo annext Theanſwer 


therefore is,” Non firmaryr trakuitem- 


poris, quod de jure ab initio non ſub- 
Iiftit : That which was of #d Valiartieas 


the 
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the beginning, never becomes lawfull by 4ny 
gradt of Time. This therefore  puhing 
but a plaine robbing of the Churthes duce 


ESTI IO IE —— 


> 


—_— 


Fourth, Cuſtomes. 


Y the Cuſtome of our Pariſh; con- 

tinued by long conſent and practiſe 
time out of mind, we pay not ſuch and 
ſuch Tithes, 


Anſwer, 

; i fu and Praftiſe make not 4 Cu- 

| ſome lawfull, wnleſſe it be grounded upon 
enident reaſonable cauſe : Niilt enim, con- 
ſuetudo ratione munita ſit, noweſt con- 
ſuetudo, ſed corruptela : *Cuome be 
not fortified by Reaſon, it ts rather Corraps 
7:08, then. Cuſftome, By which Rule, if the 
pretended Cuitomes be examined ; they will 
( for the moſt part,) appeare both unreaſa- 

able and poeenometien for if the greateſt 


part of the Pariſh bewod-ground, icit wat” 
reaſon that Tithe-Wood be payd's Andif 


F 3 _ Sheep 
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(70) 
Tho pe fe feed on the Common for eight the 

# profitable months in the yeere, though 
they be not wintered in the Field; is there 
any Regſon to detaine the Tithe, vpon as 
Fence "M0 _—_ ? 


Their Reply. 
Notwithſtanding , wee pay. to the 
Miniſter, proportionable Rate. 


Anfiver. 


Tru: : ifa few ſcraps,not worth taking vp, 
may be fotearmed: which how it may ftand, 
with Right or Reaſop, Iaftice or E quitic, 
let all men ( that art not partiall) iudge. 

' Seeing therefore that theſe Exemptions, 
Compoſitions, , Preſcriptions, and Cuſtomes, 
are the very Cankers of the Church, ard 
bring infinite perurie,and miſerie vpon the 
Elergie.to the extreme decay,ef detriment 
of Gods true Religion';, T ſee not how they 
£41 be ſaid to haut'any ſenſe or feeling of 
God;'or Gudlineſſe, that ſhall, againit the 
Enidence of Truth, and recoyling of their | 
 Ofvnee, coptinue them, © 
The 


I 
The Loxo turne #4 Hearts of \e 
Spoylers of his Inheritarice ; an*$ 
remember in mercie thoſe 
which haue compaſſion 

on his diſtreſſed 
yeruants, 


Ts 


FINIS. 
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F* primit antiques - | 
hec Chriſtaglittera feng 


Exprimt & partem 
quan petit zlle ſacram. 
Ergo citua,Chriffrque. ſunt, 

- aato mera Chrifto: 
Czſaris accipiat Czar : : 
vierg, ſunm. | 
H.S.Eqnes Aurdtas. 


Thus Engliſhed. 


His X (of old.) 09d Gl 
ex proſk-Gaxiſtaholy Name, 
And eke - ſacred Tenth, 
which he dath-elatme : 
Giue then to C wars T, 1) 
what's Curls rt +pwithens delay: 
Giue Ceſar,Ceſar's due 5: 2 +5 
and Both,thax Pay. ot, ho 
1.4. Oxon, 


he 


In modernos Kangoparryas, & i dNemalerioe, : 


STHAITEUTINON, 
Ome fa Since Peter Aft 
cut off Malchus eare þ 
The Clergic and the Lay (Yo 
& hane ſcarce beene ewes: | 
But why ſhoald they 'Ga 
ſach cauſleſe oradtl bearer 41 
Was there not inſtantly 5 357 
ade full amends ? 
ret All (though flrong Bre 
and pond'rom Proofes they ſee * 
Preſton Church-Pirates) Ev 
will not yet agree. 
For Simon M: is 
in a ſacred - | 
Afier Church-Livings (1 
(taking Malchus part) | 
with his Bore-ſpeare 2 © 
(0 Caitife moſt accurt!) , : 

Runnes Peter,lames; H 
and lohninto the beart : ; 

rea, all their Succeſſors 1207 9 T7 
ſecking to quell, * © 266167 

Or begger quite, E 
rides vo endine to Hell, 


Afier 


After bim marcheth 
hazgry Sacriledge 
(Yelad with mightie Armes, 
and maſiie Shield ) | 
'Garnſt the poore Church ; - IP 
' end proudly can alleage” . 
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Cvsron:andLavys.. 
then challengeth the Field. 
But ſoft (SY Daconzr) 
|  'aword(Ipray) 
Ere that our Tithes 
Jou harry quite awdy. 


1s not our GosvpEL 
better then your I. av? 
( Teagoy the Law 
which Moſes felfe lid: utter : :) 
1s yotthar,Gold ; 
and *oors (t0 2) but Straw? 
How dare you than 
24in# Preachers portions ſitter ? 
' Towr ClowniſhCys roms 
thus away we kicke;, 
Hoc;ab initio | 
non fuit ſic. '- 


Caniniun | : 
Litigands '* 


1 1018 
dexet Co's- 


__ du Proeth 
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If + al this cannet 
get reclaime your Error 

(Which doth the Tefth 

e. 20 Jewiſh Temple bind, 

Leaning the Chriſflian,free : ) 
then (ts your terror ) | 

A heauic Doome TM 2 > 
ou in this Booke ſhall find. 

Acknowledge then, | | 
our Tithes diuimely * * due: Nurediuino, 

To circurciſe % this, | 
you play the lew. 


S.N. Theol.Oxon. 
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A Propheticall Complaint to God, actinft | 
Church-Pirates and Vſurpers. 
Ps ar. 80.13, 14. 


he wild Bore out of the Wood, doth 
| root it vp: and the wild Beaſt of the 
” | Fielddothdeuour 1t. 
ſurne thee againe thou Gop of Hoſts, 
| lookedowne from Heauen; behold, 
nf and viſit this Vine. 
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e The Churches Teares. 
LamenTAT. I. 16. 


For theſe things I weepe, mine eye, 
mine eye runneth down with water, 
becauſe the Comforter that ſhould 
relicue my Soule is farre from me : 
my Children are deſolate, becauſe 


the Enemie preuayled. 


Vivar Crirtsrtys : PErtar Bakanbas, 


CP CPOPEPD 


TT  — 
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Deas 
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Operarum Errata. 


Page 2.1.23. read thruſt. p10, 1.1 8.r. Code. 


£p.23.1.17.r.Paſtors.p'27.1. 17.f.a Mungrel and 
r.2n (dele reliqus) p 331-18.r.all good Inftitu- | 


tion. p.34.1.4-r.parricida p,44-1.,10.r.God.p.4 5 


.7.r. throughautthe World.p.48.1.10.r.ſuffe- 


red not. p.5 5.1 9.r, Magiſtrates, 


In — —_ EIT 


| Lectori male-feriato & Nugt- 
polyloquid1. 


Roae caper vetes; ramen hic cum flabis 4d aras, 
. In tua quod fund cornue poſeit frir. 
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